The Solar System – Answer Key
Part A – The Sun and the Solar System
1. Complete the sentences
a) Sun
b) star
c) orbit
d) gravity
e) centre
2. Multiple Choice
a) C. The Sun
b) B. star
c) D. the Sun
d) B. gravity

Part B – The Eight Planets
3. Unscramble the planet names
a) Mercury
b) Venus
c) Earth
d) Mars
e) Jupiter
f) Saturn
g) Uranus
h) Neptune
4. Planets in order from the Sun
1. Mercury
2. Venus
3. Earth
4. Mars
5. Jupiter
6. Saturn
7. Uranus
8. Neptune
5. Fill in the missing planets
Sun → Mercury → Venus → Earth → Mars → Jupiter → Saturn → Uranus → Neptune

Part C – What Kind of Object Is It?
6. Match each term to its description
· A natural object that orbits a planet — B. Moon
· A large object that orbits the Sun and has cleared most other objects from its orbital path — A. Planet
· A small rocky object that orbits the Sun — D. Asteroid
· An object that orbits the Sun and is roughly spherical but has not cleared its orbital path — C. Dwarf planet

Part D – True or False
a) False
b) True
c) True
d) True
e) False
f) True
g) True
h) True

Part E – Complete Sentences
7.
a) A planet orbits the Sun, while a moon orbits a planet or another larger body.
b) Pluto is not one of the eight planets because it has not cleared other objects from its orbital path. It is classified as a dwarf planet.
c) Mars
d) Mercury and Venus
e) Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune
Teacher note: The question asks for four planets farther from the Sun than Jupiter, but there are only three: Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. The worksheet should be corrected from “Which four planets” to “Which three planets.”

Part F – Solar System Challenge
9. Complete the Solar System diagram
1. Mercury
2. Venus
3. Earth
4. Mars
5. Jupiter
6. Saturn
7. Uranus
8. Neptune
10. Mystery Objects
Object A: Sun
Object B: Earth
Object C: Pluto
Object D: Moon

Additional Questions – Answer Key
Part A – Inner and Outer Planets
1. Complete the table
	Inner Planets
	Outer Planets

	Mercury
	Jupiter

	Venus
	Saturn

	Earth
	Uranus

	Mars
	Neptune


2. Multiple Choice
a) A. rock and metal
b) B. larger and colder
c) B. outer planets
3. Give two differences
Accept any two suitable differences, for example:
· The inner planets are rocky, while the outer planets are mainly gas and ice giants.
· The inner planets are generally smaller, while the outer planets are generally larger.
· The inner planets are closer to the Sun, while the outer planets are farther from the Sun.
· The outer planets generally have more moons than the inner planets.
· All four outer planets have ring systems.

Part B – Which Planet Am I?
a) Mercury
b) Venus
c) Earth
d) Mars
e) Jupiter
f) Saturn
g) Uranus
h) Neptune

Part C – Our Closest Star
4. Complete the sentences
a) Sun
b) light and heat
Accept: light and energy
c) closer
5. True or False
a) False
b) True
c) True
d) True

Part D – Think and Explain
6. Why are Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars called the inner planets?
They are called the inner planets because they are the four planets closest to the Sun. They are located inside the asteroid belt.
7. Why does the Sun appear much brighter than the other stars?
The Sun appears much brighter because it is much closer to Earth than any other star.
8. Give two differences between Jupiter and Earth.
Accept any two suitable differences, for example:
· Jupiter is much larger than Earth.
· Earth is a rocky planet, while Jupiter is a gas giant.
· Earth is closer to the Sun than Jupiter.
· Jupiter has many moons, while Earth has one moon.
· Jupiter has a ring system, while Earth does not.

